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Lego fanatic
By Chris Mason

I have always been a Star Wars fan. The first 3 movies l saw were:
Star Wars, Return of the Jedi and The Emperor Strikes Back. One of
my favourite characters in the movie Star Wars was Yoda.
I have always been interested in Lego but have never attempted to
make one, until a few weeks ago, when l saw Star Wars Lego while
shopping at the Warehouse. That was the beginning of my getting
into the Lego world. It took me two weeks to complete Yoda, with
the help of Tina and Alva, support workers, and my friend Chivonne.
Here are some pictures of the completed work.
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My first job
By Niko Kananghinis

I started my first job in September, delivering leaflets around my
neighbourhood. I spend time on Monday and Tuesday evenings
folding the leaflets, putting them in bags and in my trolley. Come
rain or shine on Wednesday afternoons, I go out and deliver the
leaflets! It usually takes me around one and a half hours. It’s great
exercise! While I work, I like to talk about what I’m going to spend
my hard-earned money on. I’m doing really well at my new job and
everyone is very proud of me!

Niko at work, rain
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… or shine

What the Pink Challenge Ladies of the
Taranaki Network have been up to
Making candles together
By Nicola McKay

Terrwynn, Samantha, Sally, Karen, Louise and I went to candle
making at Christina’s house near Lepperton in the country.
First we put on aprons so we wouldn’t get anything on our clothes.
We had to choose a colour for our candles. There were violet, pink,
yellow, green and blue colours. Then we had to choose the perfume
for our candles. I chose lavender because it helps me get to sleep.
There were also perfumes of Christmas lilies, citrus, rose, vanilla,
pear and lots of others.
Then we had to turn on our machines, and they beeped when the
wax was melted. Next we added the colour and the perfume and
it mixed up. Then we tipped the melted wax into the candle holder.

Terrwynn choosing perfumes; insets, Terrwynn
(top) and Nicola adding some decorations
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We had to be careful because the wax was hot. After a while the
wax was set, but first we decorated the tops with little glitter stars,
lemon peel, shells, dried petals and rosebuds. We each made 5
candles and they all went together like a set.
We played ABBA music while we were making the candles and had
a special morning tea.
They looked very good and interesting and amazing. I liked how
they smelled. I’m going to keep my candles. Christina gave us each
a bag to put our candles in. The bags had butterflies on them. It
was fun to do something with my friends.

Insets: Sam choosing a record and violet candles with lemon peel.
Above: Sam and Nicola with their candles

Lunch and a movie
By Terrwynn Pryor

In October, Sam and I went out for lunch and a movie. We had
popcorn and a drink. We saw Cats and Dogs 3 and it was really
good, Sam and I enjoyed the movie so much. Unfortunately Nicola
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was unwell so she couldn’t
make it to the movies with
us. We had nice food at Elixir
Cafe before the movie. We
like spending time with each
other. We would like to start
up a Movie Club where we
can invite people to come to
the movies with us.

Sam (left) and Terrwynn at the movies

Having fun!
By Sam Burwell, Nicola McKay and Terrwynn Pryor

We had lunch at the Nag’ N’ Noggin pub in New Plymouth. We had
subway or pizza for lunch, with raspberry and water to drink.
We talked about our next event for our Pink Challenge Ladies.
We have decided to go for another picnic in the park or zoo if
the weather is fine. Sam checked on her phone to see when the
weather would be sunny. We think we will have salad, rice crackers,
cheese and crackers,
fruit salad and maybe
cheerios for our
picnic lunch. We are
looking forward to it
and we feel excited
and overjoyed. It will
be wonderful and
fantastic.
From left: Terrwynn, Sam and Nicola
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My trip to Matiu/
Somes Island
By Dom Faherty

I got the bus to the ferry and met
everyone there. I got the ferry to
Somes Island and sat upstairs
on the deck. The waves were
bumpy. When I got off the ferry,
the workers checked our bags to
make sure we weren’t bringing in
any pests. They then told us about
the island and its history and it
Above: On the island,
was interesting. I learnt that the
from left: Anna Hansen,
Avril Whittam, Craig
island was used during WW2.
Eaton, Adrian Gordon,
Dom and Mel Carr

On the island, I did guttering,
Right: Doing the
looked at the pretty views, did
guttering
some digging and talked to
people. I ate my sandwich outside in the sunshine.
I saw some big weta, geckos and skinks. It was a
great day and made me happy.

With Wellington city in the background
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Adventures with the Levin Allsorts
network
Mariah, a support worker in Levin, is running our network group
each Friday. We have been meeting up, having shared lunches,
and baking together. It’s been great! People we support are making
friends and enjoying the social aspects. Murray, Chantelle, Kuda,
Sophia and Justin are our main crew along with their support
workers.
Here are a few photos of our adventures so far.

Top: Justin, Dan, Murray (back), Sophia, Kuda and Mariah
Insets from left: Kuda and Kelly, Kuda, Sophia and Rebecca, Murray and Dan
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Knitting baby clothes
By Selina Smith

I knit baby clothes for the Salvation Army.
These are for babies of mothers who need
help to look after them. I thoroughly enjoy
doing this – it is good to give something
back to the community that helps you. At
the moment I am knitting tiny jerseys.

Selina and some
of the jerseys
she’s knitted

Our celebrations
Pip and Paul Benson

On 2 December it will be Paul’s 55th birthday celebration at the
Esplanade in Palmerston North at 1.00pm. And on 7 December,
Paul and Pip will be celebrating their first wedding anniversary.
It will be a really special day. They are having a
barbeque at the Kapiti office. They say, ‘YAY!
we can’t wait for our special day to arrive
so that we can see our guests there and we
are going to have photos of all our special
events’.
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Never give up!
By Chivonne Smit

I went through life with everyone always telling me that I would
not achieve my goals and I proved them all wrong. A person with
autism like me definitely can achieve goals! I have completed
courses through Te Wānanga o Aotearoa and Whitireia Polytechnic.
I received certificates in Construction and Infrastructure, Hospitality,
Finance, and Māori, all gaining credits toward NZQA. I was so
proud of myself.
My support workers Tina and Alva encouraged me and helped me
with my course work, they are very supportive of me. When I have
a hard time they support and encourage me to pick my pieces up
and keep moving forward. I am very grateful to have them as my
support workers.
All disabled people
have their strengths
and are intelligent
in their ways. Don’t
ever let anyone tell
you that you can’t
do your goals or
dreams.

Chivonne’s certificates

It is easy to give up
when life gets too
hard. Be that person
who never gives up
no matter how hard
life gets!
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Cupcakes for
the SPCA
By Murray Kidd

In October, Murray Kidd,
from the network group
Levin Allsorts, did some
fundraising for the SPCA
Cupcake Day. He sold 6
cupcakes at $2 each.
Murray is so proud of his Murray with the Unichem Levin team
achievement – he sold
them to the team at Unichem Pharmacy in Levin. The Unichem team
were happy when they saw the cupcakes and were keen to support
the cause. Murray is a regular customer of theirs and has a beautiful
relationship chatting to the team there.

My certificate
By Hayden Glover

WOW. I have received a certificate for
completing a Level 1 Creative Speaking
Course. I really enjoyed being involved with
other people at the course for the 10 weeks.
I was able to learn how to pronounce some
words that I had difficulty in saying. We also
had fun playing games using words. I think I
learnt many new skills and words. It was fun! Hayden with his certificate
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My puzzle collection
By Chivonne Smit

I started doing puzzles when I was 15.
I enjoyed them so much I started my
own collection. Some of my favourite
puzzles are the dragons, but they don’t
make some of them anymore. I have 23
puzzles. Each time I finish one, I number
each piece and bag the puzzle so that
one day I can put them back together,
frame them, and put them on display for
everyone to see. I love puzzles.
Chivonne with her most favourite puzzle,
surrounded by all her puzzles numbered and
bagged up.

Rock paintings
By Jordan Wilson

I have been working with my support person to
create painted rocks. I paint them to put at the
base of trees in the parks when I go for walks
there. People will see them and can pick them
up and put them in other places if they like too.

Jordan and his rock
paintings

There are rock painting groups on Facebook for
Palmerston North and Feilding. People there
also take photos of rocks they have seen and
post them on the group pages on Facebook.

Community Connections ~ 13

My love and passion for TYs
By Francie Thornton

I am 36. I have a lot of hobbies such as swimming, going out
for drives, my extreme love for art and craft and my passion for
collecting TY Beanie Babies. A line of stuffed toys created by
American businessman Ty Warner, the toys come in many different
forms, mostly animals. There are about 334 Beanie Boos and I
have collected 24 TYs so far. I love collecting them as they are so
colourful, soft and my absolute favourites!!! TYs fill
colours in my life and my bedroom is decorated
with them. I will keep collecting TYs all my life
out of my love and passion for them.
Francie and her TYs

Out and about in Napier
By Tara Simmonds, John Brewer and Mac Wilson
Left: This is me, Tara Simmonds,
on my first day at my volunteer
job at the Salvation Army. I love
getting up and going to my job
John Brewer voting and meeting
his local Labour MP, Stuart Nash
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Riding to Marine Parade
On a glorious sunny day, Macdonald
Wilson goes for a ride on his trike
up to the Marine Parade. It is a
slow ride due to hemiplegia, but
enjoyable. Mac loves getting out and
about in Napier and being safety
conscious on the road.

Mac on his trike

Life in Napier
By Monty

I am enjoying being back in Napier and visiting the places from my
past when I grew up with my grandparents.

Monty by Pania on the Reef ,and above the sea
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My wonderful job
By Emily Hill

I volunteer at my local op shop
once a week. I walk to work. When
I arrive, I have to sign in. I used to
work from 9-11 every Monday. But
I’ve changed my hours and finish at
12pm now. It’s better for me to stay
at work a bit longer. I hang things on
hangers and sort out the free stuff.
The free stuff is in the bins outside
the doors.
The ladies I work with are very nice.
Amanda is my boss. She’s English.
And Suzette is a friend of my dad’s.
My favourite part of the day is
morning tea. We take a break, sit
down and chat. Last month, it was
my turn to bring in some baking.
My mum made lemon slices and I
shared this at smoko.

Enjoying my work

I also supported the Cancer Society
by being a collector in August.

Collecting for Daffodil Day
outside the Havelock North
post office
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My prize and a fitness challenge
By Brendan Potgieter

I went to a ten pin bowling
tournament in Hastings back in
August 2020. My teammate, Nikka,
and I were placed third. We each won
a $50 voucher from Stirling Sports. I
used my voucher to purchase a drink
bottle and a pouch to hold my phone
and wallet.
I signed up for an 8-week fitness
course early this year. It was run by
the Hastings Business Association.
We trained twice a week, Monday
and Wednesday, from 1-2pm. Our
instructors, Mike from Flex Fitness
and Jamie from Aspyre Fitness,
were tough but they motivated us. I
completed seven weeks of training
as the last session was cancelled
because lockdown happened.
We had to wait until Hawkes Bay
was in Level 2 to get our certificates.
At the prizegiving, I received
my certificate and won a gym
membership for six months!
Brendan and his support
worker, Crissie, with their hardearned certificates.
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A special birthday
By Nicola McKay

My neighbours Doug and Suzie took me
out for dinner on my birthday in March.
They took me to a restaurant in Stratford
called Shinys. I had chicken, noodles and
veges. I had fun and I felt special. I had a
chocolate and caramel birthday cake which tasted great. I had 5
candles on my cake. It was a stunning evening.

My birthday is coming up!
By Sam Burwell

I’m looking forward to my birthday which is in December. I’m
turning 24. We are going to bake a chocolate cake with pink icing.
We’re going to have pink, purple, green and orange balloons.
My family is going to give me lots of DVDs for
my birthday like The Descendants 2, Mamma
Mia, Frozen 2, The Croods 2 and Cars 4.
We’re going to go out for pizza for dinner
on the night of my birthday and have
a special celebration party. I’m feeling
excited!
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Clarence the knitted
Christmas postbox
By Eve Rae

I would like to tell you about
something I am finishing off which
I started knitting last year. It is a
Christmas postbox and its name
is Clarence. The bits are all knitted
individually, and it has cardboard,
stuffing and a bird called Robyn. It
also has holly leaves with berries on
the top. Robyn has a hat with a bobble
on the end. It will be displayed in my
bottom window so people can see it
when they walk past.
Clarence with Robyn, and the pattern book

My boxing class
By Terrwynn Pryor

I go to boxing on Monday and Wednesday
mornings at 10.30am. It is a strength,
conditioning, and coordination circuit. I love
it. I got a concession ticket for my birthday.
Everyone else enjoys it too, and we have fun
together. We use the boxing bag and we do warm ups. We move our
bodies and do some drills with tennis balls and medicine balls. I wear
blue boxing gloves. I have made some new friends in the class.
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Fireworks!
By Nik Androutsos

I love fireworks! It’s becoming a tradition that every year I will go out
to a store and choose the fireworks I want to buy. This year I bought
the Bad Boys Detonator pack! One evening we went across the
road to a big empty field and set them off. I really enjoyed the bright
lights, and I could feel the vibrations from the big ones!

Nik (left) and
Harry get the
fireworks ready
Enjoying the
show, from left to
right: Niko, Bjørn,
Nik and Harry
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