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Check out what our Neighbourhood Connections groups are 
doing  
on Facebook 
Like us at: ConnectionsNZ 
 
Would you like to know more? 
Website: www.ccslt.org.nz/our-services/community-networks/ 
Email: community.networks@ccslt.org.nz 
Phone or text Matt: 029 77 123 38 
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Neighbourhood Connections Network Hui 2019 
Our very first network group was set up in Palmerston 
North in 2013. They called themselves The Our Voices 
Network. They showed what was possible when a 
group of people get together and explore the things 
that they want to achieve, discover the talents that they 
each have, and utilise these skills to work together 
towards their goals. 
  
There are now a number of groups across the country. 
These include: The Taranaki Network, The Dream 
Catcher Team (Lower Hutt), The Starlight Souls 
(Palmerston North), and The Fantails (Upper Hutt). I 
have been very lucky over the past year as I have had 
the opportunity to get to know these groups and the 
people who are part of them. 
  
Although key aspects such as peer support and 
contributing to their community are common traits – each group approaches things in 
their own unique way. This includes: the types of goals, the ways decisions are made, 
the ways they run meetings, and how members support each other. 
  
Each group is passionate and proud of what they do. Each group is proud of their 
identity as a group in their community. It was only natural that they were very eager to 
create an opportunity where they could share their stories and experiences and learn 
from others. 
  
Both the Our Voices Network and the Starlight Souls welcomed the opportunity to host 
the other groups for our first Neighbourhood Connections Network Hui. We would like to 
thank Sophie (The Our Voices Network facilitator) for all the work that she did 
successfully applying to The EGL Capability fund and the Lion Foundation - which has 
helped to make this event possible. 
  
Every network group and their members have achieved so much already and I am 
looking forward to seeing what they will accomplish and how they will be inspired in their 
future endeavours. 
  
Matt Sang 
Neighbourhood Connections Manager 
Community Connections 
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The Our Voices Network - Sharing experiences 
The Our Voices Network are looking forward to being co-host at our very 
first Neighbourhood Connections Network Hui. They are looking forward to 
showing people around Palmerston North and also sharing the experiences 
they have had and their tips about being in a network.  

 
Vinnie taking the minutes of a meeting as the group (Sophie, Callum, Craig, 
Vinnie, Jessie, and Robyn) plans some of the things for the Hui 
 
In 2013 The Our Voices Network became the first network group 
facilitated by Community Connections. They have shared their 
story by presenting it to conferences (like the NZDSN annual 
conference), to organisations (such as the Enable), and were 
involved in some research by the Donald Beasley Institute in 
Otago. 
 
The group has become very much involved in their community. 
They volunteered to clean up and paint the local plunket rooms, 
they have hosted an afternoon tea with the mayor, and they also 
run their own micro-business making greeting cards.  
 

3 



 

 
 
They are very much looking forward to sharing what they know to 
our other network groups and are also interested in picking up 
some new ideas. 
 

 
Craig Morgan has been using the skills he has been learning at design 
school to come up with ideas for a logo and tshirt design 

 
 
 
 

4 



 

We are “The Fantails” 
Welcome to the newest Neighbourhood Connections network 
group - The Fantails.  
 
At the start of the year we got to know each other a little better by 
playing games and  singing karaoke- we knew straight away that 
we would have lots of fun together and that we had lots of goals in 
common.  

 
 
 
Visit (and like) our Facebook page 
(ConnectionsNZ) to see the video 
of Theo playing “Pie Face” as well 
as some of our Karaoke sessions 
 
Kerry and Adrienne sing while 
Jenni and Mandy listen 
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We came up with the name 
The Fantails. We all liked it 
and a friend of ours helped 
design a logo. 
 
Once we got to know each 
other and the type of things 
we would like to do together 
we talked about what type of 
person would make a good 
facilitator for us- and came up 
with some questions that we could ask during an interview.  
 
We booked a room at our local library to hold the interviews. We 
were a little nervous at first but once we got started we really got 
into it. Kazu was one of the people we interviewed and we asked 
him to become our facilitator.  
 
Read our fundraising stories later in this edition of The Buzz  

 

Jenni, Adrienne, and Isiah prepare to 
interview potential candidates.  
 

The Fantails facilitator Kazu helping at 
their sausage sizzle. 
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The Taranaki Network - How we made decisions 
about our T-shirt design 
 
The initial design was based 
on a painting that Jack did. 
 
 
Then Louis developed a 
concept which he presented 
to us at one of our meetings.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Louise presenting his idea to the rest of the Taranaki Network - Chris, Tim, 
Louise, Jack, Terrwynn, and Samuel(with his back to us) 
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Our design concept was then taken to a 
designer. Jess is someone that we have 
worked with before when we had our calendars 
made up. It was good to use a contact in the 
community that we had already had a 
relationship with. 

 

We then had to choose what colour we wanted our T shirts to be. 
The top three choices were then made into coloured envelopes 
and stuck to a white board. We all took turns to vote in private. 
We had three tokens each and could use them all to vote for one 
colour, or divided them up amongst as many of the choices that 
we liked. GOLD was the winner. 

  

Brendon and Samatha voting on what colour T shirts they would like. 
 

Look out for us… and our final T shirt design at the Hui 
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The Dream Catcher Team - Cupcakes and Community. 
Cupcakes… cupcakes… cupcakes…. We pre-sold 200 cupcakes. 
That was the easy part- next we had to make, decorate, and 
distribute them.  

  

 
Top left: Ameli and Shannon with the advertising fliers 
Top right: Regan, Stella, and Hayley selling cupcakes at the St James  
Bottom: Stella looking at the very last three cupcakes 
 

Selling cupcakes was something that we really wanted to do to 
raise money to go to Palmerston North. It was very successful 
and it also enabled us to build relationships with people in our 
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local community who came and supported us. This included 
members of a neighbouring church, local librarians, and people 
working in local businesses. What a delicious way to fundraise. 
 
Other DCT Fundraising 
Due to the success of our Sausage Sizzle 
at the Riverbank market last year we got 
asked by our Local Area Coordinator Susan 
Wilson to come a cook a BBQ for our 
NASC- Life Unlimited- which they held to 
say thank you to people they supported 
during the year. 

 

Regan, Susan (LAC- green dress), Hayley, and Shannan cooking a BBQ 
for Life Unlimited. Karen (Life Unlimited- dressed as an elf) looks on from 
the balcony 
 

We are also in the process of designing and making gift tags to 
sell. We have some unique design methods. Check out Facebook 
(ConnectionsNZ) for updates. Full story and ordering details will 
be in the next issue of The Buzz. 
 
Also...stay tuned for our next delicious fundraising project. A 
cookbook that features some of our favorite recipes. 
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The Starlight Souls - Out and About 
 

This groups enjoy catching up a cafes around Palmerston North 
where that can grab a drink and catch up with what each other 
has been up to. They also use this time to plan activities that they 
would like to take part in.  

This has included trips to the 
pool, making a giant ANZAC 
poppy, visits to the beach, 
touring the Tui brewery, 
shopping and lunch trips to 
Paraparaumu, and going 
fishing. They also played host 
to a group of people that 
Community Connections 
supports when they visited 
Palmerston North last year.  
 

 

They also applied to the EGL capability fund to get funding so 
they could attend cooking classes run by Super Grans. This not 
only increased their own cooking skills, but they were able to 
share what they had learnt with others.  
 
They are looking forward to co-hosting the Hui with the Our 
Voices Network. They are preparing a small kete as a gift to the 
participants and are also practicing a waiata to welcome people.  
 
The groups visiting for the Hui are very much looking forward to 
experiencing your hospitality 
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Pink Challenge Ladies afternoon teas 
By Samantha (Sam) Burwell and Terrwynn Pryor (Taranaki Network) 

 

The Network girls have afternoon tea together every Wednesday. 
We meet at a cafe and we wait for everyone to come.  We order 
scones or chocolate brownie and drinks.  We really like catching 
up and hanging out and going out together.  We go to the same 
place and we think that the lady who serves us knows what we're 
going to order.  We all look forward to going to Pink Challenge 
ladies afternoon teas 

 
Terrwynn and Samantha enjoying afternoon tea 
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Rainbow Lantern 
By Craig Morgan (Our Voices Network) 
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Blue Fish 
By Callum Freebairn (Our Voices Network) 
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The Fantails guide to having a Sausage Sizzle 
Write a shopping List. Ask shops, supermarkets, and butcher 
shops to see if they can help out with some of the things you 
need. You can ask them in person or write a letter. You never 
know who can help out. Go shopping together for the other things 
you need- it is more fun that way.  
(Mandy writes our shopping list, while Jenni starts a roster for BBQ) 

  

Everyone helps preparing the things such as buttering bread 
(people loved this at our sausage sizzles), cutting onions, and 
making signs.  

(John’s turn to cut onions and Kerry butters the bread) 
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Get to the venue early to set up. Prepare for all types of weather. 
Everybody has jobs to do- and take turns if you want to try 
everything. Talk to people. Say hello and have a chat. Tell them 
about your group. Have lots of fun. Clean up afterwards 
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Amazing Admins 
Members of all the Neighbourhood Connections networks groups 
enjoy meeting up. They usually meet once a week to talk about 
what has been happening and making plans for the future and 
discussing ways they can help each other out. Luckily there is 
usually someone there to take notes and to make sure everyone 
knows what is going on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above left -Tracey fills out a Calendar of the latest Dream Catcher Team Events.  
Above right - Shannan enjoys filling out the Dream Catcher Team minutes. She also uses her 
iPad to send emails, and is often the person who makes the phone calls on behalf of the group 
 
Below - Jenni is a super star of recording details about the Fantails meeting. She also writes 
letters on behalf of the group 
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Every Group goes about this a different way and have explored 
different ways of doing this. This often natural evolves into 
something that best suits that particular group and the members 
who are part of it. This has also resulted in the ability for members 
to run meetings independently.  
 
Below left - Terrwynn of the Taranaki Network often enjoys taking notes from the 
meeting 
Below middle - In the Taranaki Network all members use a diary to help them plan what 
is happening 
Below right - It is Vinnie’s turn to write the minutes for The Our Voices Network. These 
are added to their minutes folder which is a fantastic time capsule of all the things that 
they have worked on together 
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A week in the life of  Taranaki Network members 
Here are just some of the things that the Taranaki Network might 
get up to during the week 

Having a meeting at a room we 
use at the Enable office. We 
catch up and make plans for 
the week 

 
We enjoy going to the mall for 
some lunch and trying out new 
food 

 
We also like to treat ourselves 
some nights and go out on the 
town 

 
Some weekends we volunteer 
and do things in the community 
- (Here is one of our favorite 
pictures from the Rainbow Run 
in 2018) 
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We don’t always do everything together- 
Some of the girls head off to the “Pink 
Challenge Ladies Afternoon Tea” every 
week.  

 
Some of the guys having fish and chips in 
the park. Every fortnight the guys also 
hold a “Cool Dudes Lunch”. 

 
We love to dance and some of us go 
together to dance classes 

 
Some of us also have: jobs, or micro 
businesses, and radio shows to run 
during the week 

 
We like to celebrate each others birthdays 
and also catch up with each others 
families.  

 
One thing for sure…  
...we always travel in style 
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Community Connections - Hutt Valley Awards 
The Community Connections support teams and their 
coordinators (Amy Cole and Haley Wynne) recognised the efforts 
of two network members in recent meeting they had. 
 
Regan (Dream Catcher Team) was recognised for the calm way 
he dealt with an emergency medical situation that occurred on a 
recent trip to Staglands. 
 
Jenni’s award was for the way she was supportive of a neighbour 
and also to recognise her contributions to the Fantails Network 
 
Well done to both of you! 

 

21 



 

The Fantails raffle results 
The Fantails fundraising raffle had been drawn. Thank you again to 
everyone that supported the group 
Congratulations to the lucky winners 
5th prize: Karen 
4th prize: Alisha 
3rd prize: Tanya W 
2nd prize: Tash 
... and 
1st prize: Brenda S 

   
Neighbourhood Connections and the Fantail Network in Upper Hutt would like to thank the following 
supporters for their help for the sausage sizzle and helping with raffle prizes: PaknSave, Unichem 
pharmacy, Mint Music, Stunning Hair, The Salvation Army, Cameron Harrison, Paper Plus, 
Countdown, Avison home and giftware, Grind Coffee Lounge, Noel leeming, Silverstein Bakery, 
Lane Park Church, Warehouse Stationery, City fitness 

Thank you so much for you support 
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Photos from our Staglands Trip 
 

 
Shannan and Stella (Dream 
Catcher Team) helped make the 
decision to visit Staglands 

 
Adrianne (Fantails) and Amelia 
(Dream Catcher Team) meet up 

 
 
Members of the Dream Catcher 
Team enjoying the day 

Amelia really enjoyed the horses 

 

 
Mandy (Fantails)... that’s enough 
walking for today..I’m taking the 
jeep 

 
Jevan (Dream Catcher Team) 
feeding a guinea pig. There were 
lots of animals to feed  
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The DCT review: The Petone Working men's Club 
Members of the Dream Catcher Team visited the Petone Working 
men’s Club for lunch and a few games of pool. They took the 
opportunity to write a review about their experience there.  
 
They found the lunch was really good value for money and that 
the staff were very very helpful and friendly… but look out for a 
full review in a future edition of The Buzz and our Facebook page 
- ConnectionsNZ 
 

 
Stella, Tracy, and Shannan writing their Restaurant review of their experience at the petone 
Working men’s Club 
 

 
Jevan showing off his trick shot to Regan in one of their many epic games of pool. 
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People become Neighbourhood Connections 
network members to…. 
  

● Be part of a peer support network 
● Support and learn from each other 
● Share their own knowledge, skills, passions and talents 
● Get involved and contribute to their community 
● Develop lasting and caring friendships 

 
Neighbourhood Connections members own their groups… 
 
They decide how it is run and make the important decisions about 
the group’s direction- including: 

● What are our group rules? 
● What is important to us? 
● How can we use our skills? 
● What are our goals? 
● What parts of our neighbourhood can we explore? 
● How can we have fun together? 
● How can we support each other? 
● What projects can we plan as a group? 

  
Members of the group employ a Facilitator to support them. The 
Facilitator assists members  to work together and towards the 
goals and vision of the group. 
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Would you like to find out more about  
Neighbourhood Connections? 

 
Do you think you can  help in any way? 

 
Like us on Facebook : ConnectionsNZ 

 
Website: www.ccslt.org.nz/our-services/community-networks/ 

 
Email: community.networks@ccslt.org.nz 

 
Phone or text Matt: 029 77 123 38 

 

 
 
 

The Neighbourhood Connections network members and staff would like to 
acknowledge the support they receive from  

Community Connections Supported Living Trust  

 
(www.ccslt.org.nz) 
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