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Our Voices on Manawatu Public Radio 
On September 6th we had a radio interview with Manawatu People’s Radio. 
We were asked by The Volunteer Resource Centre if we would like to be 
interviewed about our card-making microbusiness. The Volunteer Resource 
Centre has helped us find volunteers to help us with our card-making. We 
have known them for a long time. So we said yes – three of us (Robin, 
Callum and Craig) attended the interview along with Sophie, our facilitator. 
It was so much fun! This was the third time we have done a radio interview 
so we are pretty used to it. Robin liked seeing the amazing microphones 
and technology they have in the recording studio.  

 
Our interview was broadcast on the radio station a few weeks later. It’s now 
available on their website at www.mpr.nz – just search for “Volunteer 
Adventures” and we are on episode 2 (16 November 2018). We are looking 
forward to more radio interviews in the future! 
 
(Collage of photos designed by Callum and Craig) 
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Sizzling Sausages at the Riverbank market 
 The Dream Catcher Team, our network group in Lower Hutt, had a 
fundraising sausage sizzle at Lower Hutt’s Riverbank market. They are 
raising funds so they can attend a hui with all the other network groups in 
Palmerston North. It was a fantastic day and we saw lots of people we 
knew and meet a lot of new people. 

 
 

Regan, who greeted the customers 
and was in charge of taking the 
orders and money said “It was 
really awesome and lots of fun. It 
was cool meeting everyone” 
 
Amelia mentioned that she “had a 
really good day. I really like the 
market” 
 
Jevan added “I really liked cooking 
the sausages. I am a really good 
cook” 
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Tracy said “it was good to see 
everyone come and support us, and 
our friends came along as well” 
 

 
”Stella said she “loved cooking the 
food and being with her friends” 

 
Shannan summed up everyone’s 
thoughts “When can we do it again? 
When can we do it again?” 

 
Hopefully the next one will be soon, and that you will come 
along and say hi 
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Taranaki Network games night 
By Samantha (Sam) Burwell) 

 

Chris, Terrwynn, Louis, Jack, Samuel, Tim, Nicola and I all went to a tea 
and games night at Terrwynn’s place. It was on Saturday 14 July. We went 
in the WITT (Western Institute of Technology at Taranaki) holidays. We 
played Singstar, Jenga, Knucklebones and Snakes and Ladders. 

We had a hot roast for dinner with dessert. Then we skyped the Palmerston 
North Network. We talked about their Singles Night and we met the people 
in the network. We are going to go back to Terrwynn’s house for a disco 
night and we’re going to dress up! 

 
The Taranaki Network at games night. I’m fourth on the left, with blonde hair 
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My trip to New York 
By Stella Enting 

In June this year my sister 
Carolyn and I flew to New 
York to visit my big brother 
Blake. When we were in New 
York we caught up with family 
and friends and visited a lot of 
places. I walked to Central 
Park with Blake, his wife 
Cassidy and Carolyn – we 
had lots of fun. I loved all the 
books in New York’s Public 
Library. It was REALLY 
HUGE! and quiet. 

We went to exhibitions and 
had a guided tour on a boat 
around Liberty Island where 
the Statue of Liberty is. I loved visiting the art galleries and hearing the 
talks about the paintings. My favourite exhibition was ‘Public Parks and 
Private Gardens – Paris to Provence’. 

I enjoyed reading all the maps in the hotel. I enjoyed going out to all the 
different cafes for lunch with Carolyn and Blake. My favourite was New 
York pizza. The highlight of New York was seeing The Lion King on 
Broadway with my sister and brother. It was an amazing, breath-taking 
show. 

When it was time to fly back to New Zealand I had lots of tears in my eyes,                  
as I was going to miss Blake very much. It was the best trip ever! 

Photo: Family in New York, from left to right: Blake, me, Cassidy and 
Carolyn 
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Design School Graduation 
 

Craig and Callum created this article using some design software at the 
school.  
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Limousine fun 
By Chris Whitmore 

On Monday 16 July the Taranaki Network members had a ride in a 
limousine. One of our members had the idea and our network facilitator 
followed it up. When the white limousine pulled up outside my house I was 
amazed at how long it was. The interior was awesome. It could seat twelve 
people and on one side it had a bar with wine glasses and a radio. When I 
was in the limousine I thought ‘This is brilliant, I feel like a celebrity!’ 

We went for a ride through town and parked on a hill overlooking the port to 
take some photos with the limousine in the background. Thank you to 
Touch of Romance Limousines, Inglewood, for their generosity and 
kindness to the Taranaki Network Group. 

 

The Taranaki Network Group in front of the limousine. I’m third from right 
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Dream Catcher Team Photos 
Here are some of the things that our Lower Hutt based Network groups 
gets up to 

 
 
We painted a “massive” sign for the 
sausage Sizzle fundraiser- we 
wanted to make sure we stood out 

We wanted to learn to make our 
own cheese. We found a recipe to 
learn how to do this. This was great 
fun and it tasted great. 
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We come up with lots of ideas and 
make plans on how to achieve them 
 

We make calls to places to see if 
they can help 

 

 
Shannan and Amelia going to 
Ukulele Classes.  

We always love doing some art- We 
plan on organising an exhibition in 
2019 
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Starlight Souls Network- Wednesday meet and greet 
 
Are you interested in becoming part of a Network group in Palmerston 
North? The Starlight Souls Network host a meet and greet on Wednesday 
mornings. Come along and see if a network group is right for you- Hurry 
though as places are filling up fast 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 



 

New Upper Hutt Network - watch this space!!! 
Kerry and Theo had both visited the Dream 
Catcher team in Lower Hutt. The really liked 
the idea of being in a network. Kerry hosted a 

meeting with all 
the people she 
thought would be 
interested in 
finding out more 
and during this 
meeting the 
group came up 
some group rules and also talked about their 
strengths and some things they would like to 
do- They would all love to plan a camping trip. 
They also decided that next time they meet 
that they would like to make some Christmas 

cards. Some people had some items that they could bring along, and 
during the week Jenni visited her local Lincraft and Warehouse Stationary 
stores who generously donated some items to them. 
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Some fun things the Taranaki Network have been up 
to..  
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Tim’s birthday 

 
Fish and chips 

 

 
on a Friday night 
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Technology Day At The Library  
– The Our Voices Network 

 Our group has been having weekly technology days at the Palmerston 
North City Library. Recently one of the library staff told us that the library 
has a room full of amazing technology downstairs. It’s incredible! They 
have laser cutters, 3D printers, robots, drones, hovercraft, a virtual reality 
headset and lots of woodwork tools.  
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We have been having our weekly meetings in the technology room for the 
last month. When we have finished chatting and having afternoon tea, we 
get to try out all the cool technology and learn how it works! The library staff 
have been very helpful in teaching us how to use the different equipment. 
We are going to keep having our meetings in the technology room next 
year. 
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Thank you and Merry Christmas. 

All members from Our Neighbourhood Connections peer support networks 
would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a fun filled 2019 

(Members of the Taranaki Network ) 

We would also like to acknowledge the support from the following 
people and organisations who have supported our groups: 

Countdown Lower Hutt, Placemakers Lower Hutt, Yoobee School of 
Design- Wellington (Tulia Moss and Nikita Sharpe), Palmerston North 
central Library (Waka Curd), Maida Vale Retirement Village (New 
Plymouth),  Pace Engineering Ltd (New Plymouth), PaknSave New 
Plymouth, Empowerment Trust- Nelson ( Cornelia Baumgartner), Lower 
Hutt Riverbank market 
 
 
 

  

17 



 

People join a Neighbourhood Connections group 
to... 
  

● Be part of a peer support network 
● Support and learn from each other 
● Share their own knowledge, skills, passions and talents 
● Get involved and contribute to their community 
● Develop lasting and caring friendships 

 
Neighbourhood Connections members own their groups… 
 
They decide how it is run and make the important decisions about the 
group’s direction- including: 

● What are our group rules? 
● What is important to us? 
● How can we use our skills? 
● What are our goals? 
● What parts of our neighbourhood can we explore? 
● How can we have fun together? 
● How can we support each other? 
● What projects can we plan as a group? 

  
Members of the group employ a Facilitator to support them for between 
10-16 hours per week. The Facilitator assists members  to work together 
and towards the goals and vision of the group 
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Would you like to find out more about  
Neighbourhood Connections? 

 
Do you think you can  help in any way? 

 
Like us on Facebook : ConnectionsNZ 

 
Website: www.ccslt.org.nz/our-services/community-networks/ 

 
Email: community.networks@ccslt.org.nz 

 
Phone or text Matt: 029 77 123 38 

 

 
 
 

The Neighbourhood Connections network members and staff would like to 
acknowledge the support they receive from  

Community Connections Supported Living Trust  

 
(www.ccslt.org.nz) 
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